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UK Law

• Civil Aviation Act 1982 – Act of Parliament

• Air Navigation Order (ANO) - mandatory legal standards

• ANO contains Articles - distinct legal clauses

• Established the UK Civil Aviation Authority

Paul Szluha

Evaluation Oversight Officer

UK CAA

Picture: Darren Harbar

Participating in UK Airshows



Article 86

• Legal framework concerning Flying Displays in the UK

• Art 86(4) a person acting as pilot of an aircraft participating in a 

Flying Display must hold an appropriate pilot display authorisation
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Civil Aviation Publications (CAP)

• CAPs are ‘guidance’ documents

 

• They interpret and explain the law and regulatory requirements

• They set out the ‘means of compliance’

• CAPs 403 & 1724 apply to Flying Displays
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CAP 403

• Requirements and guidance for display management

• Primarily a reference document for FDDs 
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And:

• Guidance on flight in UK airspace

• But, for pilots it contains:

• Display pilot responsibilities

• Display areas 

• Weather minima

• STOP and warning calls
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CAP 1724

• Requirements and guidance for Pilot Display 

Authorisations (DAs) and evaluations

• Primarily a reference document for Display 

Authorisation Evaluators (DAEs) and display 

pilots 
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CAP 1724

• Offers guidance and best practice

• Sets out the structure of UK DAs:
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• Aerobatic skill levels

• Formation skill levels

• Tailchase skill levels

• Aircraft categories



CAP 1724

• Sets out:

• Minimum currency requirements (prior to display)

• DA Validity and renewal requirements

• DA Evaluation content
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CAP 1724

• Contains the process to be 

followed in obtaining a UK DA
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Obtaining a UK DA

• Step 1:  Find a DAE

• DAEs are appointed by CAA

• SMEs

• Act on behalf of the CAA

• Ask the FDD for help 

• Link to a list of DAEs in Appendix G
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Obtaining a UK DA

• Step 2:  Complete and submit an initial DA pre-notification 

form (DAN) (link at Appendix G)

• The form asks

• Motivation

• Three references
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• Experience levels

• Aircraft type, DA category and skill level
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Obtaining a UK DA

• Once the DAN has been processed, 

we issue a provisional DA Number

• Work-up with DAE (if required)

Picture: Darren Harbar

Participating in UK Airshows

Paul Szluha

Evaluation Oversight Officer

UK CAA

• Start a form SRG1300 and ‘share’ with DAE (ask DAE for help)



Obtaining a UK DA

• DAE then conducts the DA Evaluation

• Documents check

• Oral evaluation

• Pre-flight brief

• Flight demonstration

• Post flight debrief

• Appendix C
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Obtaining a UK DA

• Upon satisfactory evaluation

• The DAE will complete his recommendation on form SRG1300

• The DAE will ‘share’ the form with the candidate

• The candidate will submit the form and pay the fee
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Obtaining a UK DA

• The form must be submitted within 14 days of the evaluation

• 28 days must be allowed for processing and DA issue
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• Shorter timescales may be possible with prior engagement



UK DA Exemptions

• Intended only for use in “urgent unforeseeable circumstances or 

urgent operational needs” or exceptional / unique occasions  

• Not intended for use at multiple events
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• Obtaining a full UK DA must always be the first option



UK DA Exemptions
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Other considerations

• Does your aircraft require a Permission or Exemption to fly in UK 

airspace?

• Exemption required for aircraft that:

• Have a non-ICAO compliant registration (e.g. Military 

markings)
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Other considerations

• Does your aircraft require a Permission or Exemption to fly in UK 

airspace?

• Permission required for aircraft that:

• Are not ‘G’ registered; and

• Do not hold a valid ICAO compliant C of A

Note:  Certain aircraft are covered under a General Exemption

Picture: Darren Harbar

Participating in UK Airshows

Paul Szluha

Evaluation Oversight Officer

UK CAA



Other considerations

Aircraft Permissions and Exemptions

• Online applications (link in CAP 403)

• The CAA aims to issue within 5 working days

• A same day service is available 

• Valid for 28 days in any 12-month period
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Other considerations

• Will your aircraft exceed 250kts in UK airspace?

• A specific Approval to exceed the SERA.6001 speed limitation 

will be required (i.e. >250kts below 10,000 feet AMSL)
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Other considerations

250 Approval

• Links to the application form are in both CAPs 403 and 1724

• A ‘safety assessment’ must be submitted with the application

• Guidance for the completion of a suitable ‘safety assessment’ 

can be found in CAP 632
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Top Tips

• Help yourself by:

• Familiarising yourself with UK requirements

• Pro-actively engage with the FDD(s)

• Engage with us (CAA) early – tell us your plans
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• DO NOT LEAVE IT UNTIL THE LAST MINUTE
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QUESTIONS
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